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Introductions

•Carolyn Carter, Budget & Finance committee

•Heidi Chua, Financial Officer

•Alison Baldree, Development Director



COVID-19
Fighting for People Over Profit

Join a national DSA 
training or political education call:

https://www.dsausa.org/calendar/

Sign up for our COVID-19 Bulletin:
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/dsa-covid-19-bulletin



2019 Annual Report to Membership

•Provide you with an overview of the great organizing work DSA 
members have done across the US in 2019 to strengthen the movement 
towards democratic socialism. 

•Provide an overview of how we have leveraged our national size to 
support local efforts, build our collective organizing skills, and build our 
power at the base.

•Dive into the financial elements, income and expenses, for 2019 and 
demystify our finances. 



DSA by the numbers
In 2019 we welcomed:
•44 new DSA Chapters
•21 Organizing Committees (groups working to form a chapter)

•Total of 169 DSA Chapters and Organizing Committees across the 
nation

•Ended 2019 with 54,123 DSA Members 
•Started 2019 with 12.5 workers in HQ, ended with 21.5

• 1 national director, 7 organizing staff, 7 operations, 2.5 finance, 1 
internal communications, 2 development and member services.



Regional Pre-Convention Conferences
DSA held 9 pre-convention regional conferences in the Spring of 2019, leading 
to the 2019 National Convention. The conferences were the beginning of the 
participatory pre-convention process. All members had earlier access to the 
convention timeline than in years prior.

● Los Angeles, CA February 9-10
● Knoxville, TN February 23-24
● Albany, NY March 2-3
● Denver, CO March 9-10
● Washington, DC March 16-17
● Boston, MA March 23-24
● Dallas, TX March 30-31
● Portland, OR April 6-7
● Chicago, IL April 13-14



More than a thousand delegates from 139 chapters met in Atlanta 
in August to set our course for the next two years and elect our 
new National Political Committee (NPC), which functions as DSA’s 
highest decision-making body between conventions. 



DSA’s 2019 National Convention by the numbers

In 2019, we had our largest national convention in history! 

● 1,017 delegates
● 40 alternates
● Over 40 volunteers
● 13 international guests

Metro Atlanta DSA provided incredible support with solidarity housing, 
recruiting volunteers, hosting a social, and assisted with other 
logistics. 



DSA’s newly elected NPC chose 5 priorities, 
based on what membership voted on at the 
convention, for which HQ will provide additional 
support:

● Green New Deal
● DSA for Bernie
● Electoral Strategy
● Strong Labor Movement
● Medicare for All



DSA Income - 2019
In a Democratic Socialist system, we would run our society and our 
economy democratically to meet human needs, not to make profits for a few. 

● 77.4% of DSA’s annual operating and 
organizing budget is funded by DSA 
members’ dues. 

● $2,305,237 in dues collected in 2019.
● Ended 2019 with $1,311,381 Movement 

Builders - monthly dues paying members 
part of DSA’s dues share program.

● $195,535 was sent back to local chapters. 
● 37 DSA members have chosen to leave a 

planned gift to DSA. 



As socialists, we recognize the varied financial capacities and accessibility 
needs of our members. Income and access to funds shouldn't hinder the 
democratic process, nor should accessibility needs, parental obligations or 
geography. DSAers gave $113,253 to the DSA Solidarity Fund in 2019 and 
DSAers accepted $93,204 in solidarity scholarship funding. 



Action Network for event management, emails and fundraising (+ our 
cool Bernie event map)

Spoke for text banking, such as meeting turnout or rapid response

VAN for tracking as you build your base through voter contact about 
candidates or issues



2019 Campaigns and 
Organizing Initiatives



Socialist Feminism 

We issued a statement against the Georgia abortion ban on May 10, 
only to see several more states follow suit. 

DSA socialist feminist working groups and chapters, with the support 
of the national Socialist Feminist working Grouop, raised more than 
$137,000 for the National Network of Abortion Funds and funds 
across the country.



DSA endorsed the Socialism 2019 Conference in Chicago July 
4th-7th. In 2019, DSA and the Democratic Socialist Labor 
Commission organized panels and workshops throughout the 
weekend. The Socialism Conference is one of the largest annual 
socialist gatherings in the United States, and we’re proud to have a 
presence there in 2019 and will again in 2020. 



In 2019, we coordinated organization-wide vote on endorsing Bernie for 
President. After we publicly announced it, Bernie called to say thanks!

● 75 chapters by the time of the Iowa caucus had active DSA for Bernie 
campaigns (at minimum two events a month, one of them being voter 
contact), and 85 chapters have done some sort of DSA for Bernie work.

Voter Contact Numbers

● Overall-  287,000 doors, 17,500 positive IDs
● Largest Canvass- 166 (Austin DSA)



DSA Electoral Power 

2019
● DSA chapters endorsed 86 candidates & 7 ballot measures. 
● 30 candidates & 4 ballot initiatives won. 
● DSA nationally endorsed 23 candidates & 9 of them won.

Currently over 100 of our locally and nationally endorsed candidates are 
in office. Our strategy is to train chapters to run field programs everywhere 
to build our base and ability to hold politicians accountable.



Labor.dsausa.org

● Chapters across the country are supporting COVID related actions
● 2019 Teachers strikes:

○ DSA-LA made national news by establishing the “Tacos For Teachers” 
fundraiser + hundreds of members joined picket lines 

○ Chicago DSA also fed students and did turnout for numerous schools
● 2019 United Auto Workers strike:

○ DSA chapters across the country joined picket lines and provided other 
support to strikers



Medicareforall.dsausa.org

● 94 Chapters across the country are participating in a campaign in support of 
Medicare for All.

● Highlight: M4A committee helped organize a speaking tour with Michael 
Lighty from January to March where he visited 2 cities.



● 101 chapters in high schools and college 
campuses

● Class Struggle In Session! YDSA National 
Conference in February 2019.

○ We awarded 100 scholarships 
● Summer convention in Atlanta, GA 
● YDSAers across the country are organizing 

to cancel student debt and organize our 
College for All campaign. 



Strengthening our Organizational Culture - HGOs
As a socialist feminist organization, DSA has a National Harassment and 
Grievance Officer (NHGO) who supports chapter level HGOs to use best practices 
in investigating and addressing instances of possible harassment based on 
membership in a protected class - such as sexual harassment.  

Rather than a token policy, we invest in training chapters to handle grievances and 
have a national appeals process. In 2019 the NHGO conducted our first annual 
survey, to be released this spring.

● In 2020, we are expanding this work to develop a Code of Conduct to 
proactively develop a culture that discourages bullying and other forms of 
behavior not addressed by the Grievance program.



In 2019 we hosted two series’ of video-conference calls with legendary 
organizer Jane McAlevey, in the summer and in the fall, about the lessons from 
her book No Shortcuts. Chapters held group events to watch and discuss.

The summer series, co-sponsored with the DSA Fund, focused on the basic 
lessons of her book, and the fall series, co-sponsored with the Rosa 
Luxemburg Stiftung, focused on concrete skills for workplace and chapter 
organizing.





FY 2019
Financial Overview



Budget vs Actuals 2019













2020 - Growth and Development 
Goals for 2020:

- Stronger local chapters with high member participation in campaigns
- More trained and empowered member organizers
- 100k members 
- Focus on 5 priorities:

- DSA for Bernie - building our long term movement
- Green New Deal
- Medicare for All
- Labor Solidarity & Organizing
- National Electoral Strategy to Build Local Power



Q&A



Mass Call on COVID-19: 
Put People Over Profit

Thursday, 3/19, 8:30pm ET/7:30pm CT/6:30pm MT/5:30pm PT 
Click here to register

Join for a mass DSA call where we can discuss 
the work we're doing in this moment as we lay 
out our demands for a COVID-19 response that 

puts people over profit. 




