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DSA Convention 1993: 
"A Celebration of the Possible" 

Porfirio Munoz 
Ledo exhorts 
the delegates 
to work on 
behalf of 
international 
worker 
solidarity. 
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D 
elegates and observers from 
twenty-five DSA locals gathered in 
Los Angeles in early November to 
evaluate the state of our movement 

and to lay out strategies and goals for the next 
two years. The 1993 DSA National Convention, 
held during the days leading up to Congress's 
d1sastrous NAFT A vote, was dominated by 
conversations about how to construct a visible 
and effective democratic socialist movement in 
this age of globalizing capital and social break
down. 

Despite the many obstacles we face, the 
convention was marked by an extremely con
structive and forward-looking tone. The con
vention delegates developed and approved a 
broad series of resolutions designed to revital
ize DSA's culture of activism and its political ef
fectiveness. 

The weekend was highlighted by speeches 
from DSA Honorary Chairs Barbara Ehrenreich 
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and Corne! West and from Porfirio Munoz 
Ledo, the president of Mexico's Party of the 
Democratic Revolution (PRO). 

Outreach Events Draw Hundreds 
The weekend's major outreach event was an 

evening of dialogue and entertainment entitled 
"Breaking Bread." Over seven hundred people 
came to Saint John's Episcopal Church to hear 
Comet West, UCLA Chicano Studies Professor 
Gloria Romero, Joe Hicks of the Southern Chris
tian Leadership Conference, and Bong Hwan 
Kim of the Los Angeles Korean Youth and Com
munity Center. For almost three hours, these 
four progressive leaders carried on a riveting 
conversation about the state of urban politics 
and the prospects for forging effective multira
cial alliances. 

This was the first major pubhc event of 
DSA 's ongoing Breaking Bread Project, which is 
designed to bring activists of color together to 
work toward creating a new progressive poli-

• tics in U.S. cities. 
On Saturday night the convention held its 

second major public event -- the annual Debs/ 
Sinclair Awards banquet sponsored by Los An
geles DSA. Over two hundred people attended. 
This year's award recipients included Los Ange
les City Council member Jackie Goldberg, 
Donna Wilkinson of the Southern California 
Library for Social Studies and Research, and 
Maria Elena Durazo, the president of Local 11 of 
the Hotel and Restaurant Employees Union. 
DSA Honorary Chair Barbara Ehrenreich gave 
the keynote address. 

DSA Vice Chair Jos~ La Luz, who presented 
the Eugene Debs Award to Durazo, said that the 
dinner was "a wonderful celebration. We cele-



Left: Jose Laluz presents the Eu
gene Debs Award to Marla Elena 
Durazo. Right: Paula Utt (left) pres
ents the Upton Sinclair Award to 
Jackie Goldberg. 

bratt>d tht> best of the tradition::. that 
we art> all about." 

Looking Toward DSA's Future 
The weekend's plenaries, work

shops, and resolution session::. were 
devoted to hard examinations of the 
current political environment and 
appropriate strategies for DSA. 

In his address to the convention, 
Profino Munoz Ledo stressed the 
need to develop a higher level of in
ternational solidarity among workers 
and activists throughout the Ameri
cas. Only through such solidarity, he 
said, can we build effective move
ments to resist NAFTA-style agree
ments that will "level down" wages, 
environmental standards, and work
ing conditions across the hem1spht>re. 

The Convention approved . a 
resolution calling for the continu
ation and expansion ofDSA's Ameri
cas Project, which seeks to develop 
links between DSA and emerging 
progressive forces in the Western 
Hemispht>re. TI1e resolution stresses 
that DSA's anti-NAFTA work was 
"not a protectionist battle cry against 
economic progress, but rather the 
basis for an alternative approach to 
hemispheric economic integration. 
Our vision of democracy and t'CO

nom1c 1ust1ce challenges the neo-lib-

DSA'S MISSION IN THE COMING PERIOD: 
EXCERPTS FROM THE POLITICAL STRATEGY DOCUMENT 

CIRCULATED AT THE CONVENTION 

The supposed "triumph of capitalism" has ushered in a world of un
bridled transnational corporate power, growing international inequality, 
and environmental degradation. . .The political collapse of Thatcher
Reaganism does not, however, guarantee a strong rebirth of the democratk 
left. In light of the collapse of communism and the crisis of social democratic 
welfare states .... there is a striking absence of faith in the traditional Jt'ft. The 
left cannot continue to adhere to an anachronistic model of social progress as 
purely quantitative economic growth. 

Changes in the global economy have resulted in the search for new 
models of North-South relationships and new models of living. These are 
often focused around the concept of sustainability -- learning to live within 
the limits of natural systems, while ensuring a decent quality of life for all 
people. Thus, the coming period must be one of base-building for a 
remodeled left, but a left still committed to the core socialist values of 
equality, justice, solidarity and freedom. just as those values continue to be 
relevant, so too 1s the socialist analysis of how the undemocratic nature of 
corpOrilte power reinforces structures of economic, racial, ilnd gender 
domination .. 

Our challenge is to engage in concrete political work that demonstrates 
that reforms which promote our vision of global economic justice are 
possible. 

. . . This coming period will be a crucial test of whether or not DSA can 
transform its numerical growth into real organizational and activist growth. 
We need to rebuild vibrant locals, campus chapters, commissions, and issue
activist networks that convince our own members (as well as potential 
members) that DSA is an effective vehicle for politically intervening in the 
crucial issues of their communities ... 

If our long-term mission is to build a democratic socialist society, our 
medium-term mission (a project ot the next decade) 1s to: 

1) Bring socialism back into the mainstream of American politics; 
2) Build democratic coalitions for reform that wectken global corporate 

power and empower workers, women, people of color and a globalized 
working class; 

3) l3uild a strong, local-based, multiracial, national democratic socialist 
organization capable of effectively intervening in grassroots politics. 
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DSA National Convention 1993 

eral agenda of privatization and 'free 
trade' for the benefit of corporate and 
financial elites." 

The convention's other major 
international affairs resolution calls 
for the creation of a DSA Women and 
Politics Program. This program will 
focus on international issues of eco
nomic development, reproductive 
freedom, and electoral representa
tion. (For more information on this 
project, see page 21.) 

Domestic Resolutions 
Topics of domestic resolutions 

included health care (see page 23), 
urban politics, labor law reform, the 
housing crisis, and D.C. statehood. 

The convention also passed a 
resolution on electoral politics that 
was informed in part by a plenary 
session entitled "Politics in the Clin
ton Era." At this session NPC mem
bers Jack Clark, Bob Fitrakis, and 
Lynne Mosley Engelskirchen, along 
with Sacramento civil rights attorney 
Eric Vega, discussed the obstacles 
confronting progressive coalitions in 
the current climate. 

The resolution on electoral poli
tics declares that "the imperative task 
for the democratic left is to build anti
corporate social movements that are 
capable of winning reforms that 
empower people . .. The fundamental 
question for DSA is not what form 
our electoral intervention takes . 
. Rather, the crucial task is building 
such grassroots, multiracial coali
tions; there is no shortcut to doing so. 
Flying the flag of third parties that 
lack a mass social base, or placing 

OSA Honorary Chair Cornet West 
addresses the Convention. Oppo
site page left: Sacramento OSA 
activist Eric Vega during the ple
nary on polltcs In the Clinton era. 
Opposite page right: Dominic 
Chan ot San Francisco OSA during 
the plenary on OSA's strategy. 
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The National Political Committee 

Convention delegates elected the following 23 people to serve as the 1994-1995 
DSA National Political Committee (NPC). The NPC is charged with leading the 
implementat1011 of the political projects defined by the delegates to the Convention. 
The new NPC will set up task forces to carry out each of DSA 's major political 
projects for the next two years, including the campaign for single-payer health 
care, tlze global justice a,id solidarity campaign, the labor law refonn project, and 
the Breaking Bread/New Urban Agenda project. 

Shakoor Aljuwani Lynne Engelskirchen Cltristine Riddiough 
New York. NY Santa MoniCJI, CA Washington, DC 

Theresa Alt Bob Fitrakis Al Rojas 
lthnCJ1, NY Columbus, OH Sacramento, CA 

Pat Belcon Julia Fitzgerald Joe Schwartz 
Rod1ester, NY Brooklyn. NY /tluica, NY 

Duane Campbell Claire Kaplan Ruth Spitz 
Sacrammto, CA Ouirlottesv11/e, VA New York. NY 

Dominic Cltan Michael Lighty Kurt Stand 
San Francisco, CA San Francisco, CA WasJ1111gto11, DC 

Jack Clark Frank Llewellyn Steve Tarzynski 
Boston, MA Brooklyn, NY Santa MoniCZJ, C\ 

Suzanne Crowell Jo-Ann Mort Juanita Webster 
Washington, DC Brooklyn, NY New York, ry 

Rachel Dewey Steve Oliver 
Pasadena, CA Brooklyn, NY 

+The Youth Section Coo rdinating Committee E!lects one of its mem~rs to serve as 
a votingmemberof theNPC. As of January 1994, that person is Karen Marie Gibson 
of Rochester OSA. 

+There is one vacancy on the NPC, which the Convention authonzed the NPC to 
fill . This position must be filled by a woman. 
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Excerpts from Cornel West's Address, November 13 

... I think we have to acknowledge and in some way celebrate, if only 
for a moment, the fact that we're still here. Many said in March of 1982 that 
OS~ would never make it through the first decade, never make it through 
the ice age, when those powerful conservative elites organized and solidi
?ed and began t~ shape this society in their image and in light of their own 
interests. DSA did su~ive. Brother Michael died in 1989; many people said 
DSA would no~ survive. We are still here, growing -- to some degree 
ho~lo~ed out, with ou~ l?Cals not as strong-- but growing, with new energy, 
bU1}d1~g on the best v1s1ons and analyses of the past, and recognizing that 
we re m a very, very unique and distinctive moment in the history of this 
country. 

... None of us have thought that somehow DSA would be the sole or 
exclusive vehicle for American radicalism, but we know that we can be the 
socialist lea_ven that keeps alive an internationalist vision that highlights the 
rule of capital today, promoting the kind of strategy and tactics that we 
know must be multiracial and multicultural. Whatever movement we are 
working in, we still have the democratic socialist vision that accesses inter
nationalist vision and a focus on class, and equality, and white supremacy, 
a~~ m~le s_upremacy, and ecological abuse, and homophobia. With this 
v1s1on m mind, we must try to create an anti-corporate myltirac1al alliance. 

Wher~ are we, then, in terms of the democratic socialist pro1ect? Well, 
for one thing, we are now moving on an international level, where, very 
much as brother ~Ian talked abo~t this morning, it's beyond just support 
work, and e~gagmg at a much higher level of international solidarity, in 
North America, Incorporated, as Business Week puts it: Canada, U.S.A., 
Me~ico. I just ta.lk.ed w_ith brother Munoz Ledo this morning, and we're 
setting up some 1omt trips together in Mexico, right around the Mexican 
national elections. We' ll be there m July. 

... The d1stinct~ve feature that I find traveling across the country, the 
two h4ndred or so times that I speak during the year, is the rage-- the flip 
side of ~e sense of impotence, powerlessness. So how do we empower? By 
channel mg rage m constructive ways and then bringing our own democratic 
socialist vision to bear 

.. .It's just so good to know that we're still going, that we're growing, 
and that the legacy of Michael Harrington and Irv mg Howe is still very, very 
much alive. 

uncritical faith in isolated progres
sive Democratic politicians, would be 
foolish." 

Constitutional Amendments 
The Convention also passed a 

series of constitional amendments 
designed to increase the effectiveness 
and democratic accountability of 
DSA's governing bodies. 

The first set of amendments 
eliminates DSA's national board. 
Responsibility for governing the or
ganization now rests straightfor
wardly with the National Political 
Committee (NPC), which is elected 
by delegates from DSA's locals at 
each convention. The biennial meet
ing of the national board will be re
placed by a "National Activist Con
ference." 

The second set of amendments 
eliminates the so-called "National 
Interim Committee," which will be 
replaced by an elected Steering Com-
mittee of the NPC. BJ 

For complete copies of the resolutions and 
amendments passed by the Convention, 
write to Margie Bums at the 11ational 
office or call us at 212/962-0390. 

For infonnation 011 ordering a videotape 
of the Breakmg Bread event featuring 
Come/ West and the Debs/Sinclair 
Awards Di1mer featuring Barbara 
Ehrenreich, contact Ralph Cole at f us
t1ce Visio11 at 213/747-6345. 
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by Harry Fleischman 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas DSA will be a coali
tion partner in the "Arkansas Lib
erty Alliance," which will work to 
defend Little Rock abortion clinics 
from Rescue America, the ultramili
tant anti-abortion organization. 
Rescue America has announced 
plans to come to Little Rock be
tween April 17 and April 23. The 
local urges any interested D~ A 
members to come to Little Rock that 
week; free housing will be pro
vided. For more information, call 
Jason Murphy at 501/661-0984. 

CALIFORNIA 

San Diego DSA co-spon
sored a December 11 bus trip to in
vestigate labor and human rights 
conditions in Tijuana. Member of 
the local met with labor organizers 
and community activists on the trip, 
which was organized by the Sup
port Committee for Maquiladora 
Workers. The local also sponsored a 
forum December 12 on U.S. foreign 
policy under the Clinton admini
stration. 

Members of the Valley 
branch of Los Angeles DSA have 
been hard at work on the petition 
drive to place a referendum that 
would create a statewide Canadian
style single-payer health care sys
tem on the California ballot. 

COLORADO 

Front Range DSA recently 
received a $2,000 grant from the 
Chinook Fund of Colorado for its 
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work on single-payer health care. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

The D.C./Maryland/North
em Virginia local will co-sponsor a 
forum February 25 entitled "Crime 
in the Community: Views From the 
Left." Among the speakers will be 
Clarence Lusane, the author of Pipe 
Dream Blut'S. 

During November and De
cember, activists from the local 
walked the picket line with locked
out Hotel and Restaurant Employ
ees workers at the Madison Hotel. 

ILLINOIS 

The West Suburban branch 
of Chicago DSA sponsored a meet
ing on single-payer health care De
cember 8 that attracted 35 activists 
from a vanetyoforganizations. The 
branch recently made a donation of 
toys to the children of locked-out 
A.E. Staley workers in Decatur. 

KENTUCKY 

Members of Central Ken
tucky DSA gathered on January 17 
to watch video footage from the 
1993 DSA National Convention, in
cluding the Breaking Dread event 
featuring Cornet West. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

In late November Boston 
DSA sponsored a forum on the 
implications of the NAFT A vote. 
Speakers included Ed Clark, Vice 
President of the Amalgamated 
Clothing and Textile Workers Un
ion and Tom Estabrook of the Mas
sachusetts Toxics Campaign. 

MINNESOTA 

Twin Cities DSA has been 
active in a number of areas. Mem
bers of the local worked in support 

of a direct-action campaign in which 
homeless Twin Cities residents occu
pied vacant housing units owned by 
the federal government. 

The local has also been active in 
the movement opposing a Minnesota 
utility's plans to store nuclear waste 
at an above-ground facility near a 
rural Native American community. 

NEW YORK 

The Housing Task Force of 
New York City DSA continues to 
reorganize. On January 19, the task 
force sponsored a talk on homeless
ness by Joel Blau, author of Tile Visible 
Poor. The local's Environmental Task 
Force will hold a forum on ecological 
issues in the NA FT A era on February 
11 at the City University of New York 
Graduate Center. 

The West Side branch of New 
York DSA sponsored organizer train
ing with representatives from the 
Industrial Areas FoundattononJanu
ary 4. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Reading-Berks DSA recently 
co-sponsored a public event to dedi
cate a public memorial to ten wofkers 
killed by the state militia in Reading 
in the railroad strike of 1877. Local 
leaders Bob Millar and john Sellers 
host a monthly cable-access televi
sion program that is now being 
broadcast in Philadelphia as well as 
Derks County. 

VIRGINIA 

The new DSA organizing com
mittee in Richmond has been doing 
support work for locked-out mem
bers of the Communications Workers 
of America. They are also partici
pants in the Virginia state-wide coali
tion for single-payer health care, and 
they are co-sponsoring a series of lec
tures and events entitled "Women On 
Women's Issues in Bosnia." 
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