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Timeless Values, New Ideas 

by john Hae_r 

T 
here were images of both the 
past and the future, the famil
iar and the new, when more 
than 175 delegates represent -
ing 40 locals met in chilly 

Berkeley, California, for the second national 
convention of the Democratic Socialists ol 
America (DSA). 

The West Coast site was certainly a 
fir .. t. The NAM/DSOC Unity Convention in 
19 2 was in Detroit. Subsequent national 
meetings have been hosted by New York 
City and Philadelphia. Berkeley symbolized 
DSA's hope for a truly nationwide organiza
tion. More than 30 percent of its members 
no\\ live west of the Rockies. 

As a group, convention delegates ap
~ared remarkably diverse. Members in 
their sixties, radicalized in the movements 
spawned by the Depression and World War 
II, participated side-by-side with comrades 
from several younger generations. More 
than one veteran of the New Left, contem
plating their fortieth birthdays, gave thanks 
for the presence of new young activists. Low 
participation of Black and Latino delegates, 
however, was a cause for concern. While 
every major convention plenary afforded mi
nority representation from the podium, 
there were still fewer Blacks, Latinos. and 

- \ DSA Co-Chair Barbara Ehrenre1ch. 
speaking on Friday. 

Mpho Tutu, daughter of Bishop Desmond Tutu, on stage at the Berkeley 
Community Theater. 

Asian members at Berkeley than at the New 
York convention in 1983. 

Another first was Friday's pre-conven
tion gathering, where about seventy-five 
participants discussed women's participation 
in DSA, feminism and racism, DSA and the 
wider women's movement, and women and 
public policy. The mini-conference served as 
a forum for feminist concerns related to sub
sequent convention business, such as adop
tion of DSA's Economic Program and elec
tion of the National Executive Committee. 

Solidarity 
If the weather was cool in Berkeley, the 

political climate was anything but. Some 
2, 500 people turned out for DSA's Friday 
night outreach event, a community meeting 
featuring speeches by Nicaraguan Foreign 
Minister Fr. Miguel D'Escoto; Mpho Tutu, 
daughter of South African Anglican Bishop 
Desmond Tutu; Marta Petrusewicz, an or
ganizer of international support for the Polish 
Solidarity movement; Barbara Ehrenreich, 
co-chair of DSA; Representative Ron Del
lums; and Elinor Glenn. secretary-treasurer 
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Cornel West, addressing DSA 
Strategy plenary. 



Voices of Freedom: Michael Harrington, Ron DellUJllS, and Elinor Glenn 0. to 
r.) at Friday night outreach meeting. 

of the Coalition of Labor Union Women. DSA 
Co-Chair Michael Harrington introduced the 
speakers, emphasizing the essential unity of 
struggle~ for democratic justice at home and 
abroad. For four hours, Berkeley Commu
nity Theater resounded with the enthusiastic 
audience response to eloquent calls for inter
national solidarity. 

Saturday's sessions at the Pauley Ball
room began the convention in earnest. Mi
chael Harrington's keynote speech articu
lated themes that were discussed, analyzed, 
and debated throughout the weekend. "DSA 
exists," said Harrington, "to anticipate and 
work toward the birth of a new American 
left." This movement, descnbed as "not it
self socialist, but the left wing of the possi
ble," will emerge when "Reagan's Keynes
ianism by mistake" comes completely "un
stuck." 

Hanington urged this left to "reclaim 
the ideological high ground" from the right by 
emphasizing the theme of "economic growth 
through national and international justice." 

DSA should be an explicitly socialist, cata
lytic component of this movement. 

Application of this vision to national poli
tics was discussed by panelists Harold Mey
erson, Paulette Pierce, and David Plotke. 
Meyerson cited polling data backing the the
sis that voting behavior in the 1984 elections 
was conditioned chiefly by perceptions of 
economic issues. He advocated direct oppo
sition to the rightward drift of the Demo
cratic Party through articulation of a program 
for a democratized economy and political 
mobilization of poor and working class con
stituencies. Plotke's analysis of such possi
bilities for the immediate future was more 
pessimistic. He advised the left to "reach 
some accommodation with neohberalism" if 
it seeks to be a major partner in a coalition 
that will challenge Republicanism in 1988. 
Pierce called attention to cultural pluralism 
as a vital element in American politics, citing 
the power of Afro-American nationalism as 
evidenced by the Jackson campaign. 

Saturday's other major plenary high-

lighted a two-year organizational effort to 
adopt an official DSA Program on the Econ
omy. Since 1983, two draft documents have 
circulated throughout the organization for 
discussion and comment. Delegates voted to 
publish both under the authors' names and to 
charge Judith Van Allen with writing a short 
outreach document, highlighting feminist and 
antiracist perspectives. 

Strategy 
Sunday's sessions began with consider

ation of DSA's major priorities in the next 
year. Political Director Jim Shoch outlined 
the rationale and anticipated goals for a major 
DSA-initiated conference scheduled for May 
1986 in Washington, DC. Called "New Direc
tions," the conference is conceived as a na· 
tional coalition of labor, women, minorities, 
seniors, students, and activists conunitted 
to working towards a "democratic econom-

DSA Political Director and conven
tion organizer Jim Shoch. 

. • 
Participants in Combatting Racism plenruy. Beverly Stein, Mel Pritchard, Jim Jacobs, and Dolores Delgado 
Campbell (seated L tor.). At podium is DSA Organizational Director Guy Molyneux. 
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ics" agenda for the Democratic Party. Shoch 
hoped that the national conference could be 
repeated in several re¢ons in fall and early 
winter of 1987. 

Panelist Gail Radford from Philadelphia , 
called for more focused development of local 
DSA activists and national commitment to 
training and education of DSA organizers. 
Corne! West advocated an anti·racist, anti· 
imperialist strategy for the organization. 

Another first for DSA was the Sunday 
afternoon plenary on anti-racist strategy. 
Speaker Bev Stein described Portland's role 
in building the Oregon Rainbow Coalition. 
Mel Pritchard of San Francisco spoke of the 
complex issues faced by DSA's minority 
members. Jim Jacobs called for focused or
ganizing to counter racism in white communi
ties, and Dolores Delgado Campbell outlined 
Latino issues and concerns. 

Our Future 
Monday's resolutions plenary concluded 

the convention. The most important resolu
uon adopted was the Organizational Priori
ties Statement, which highlighted the New 
Directions Conference as our principal na
tional project in the coming year. The docu
ment also stressed the importance of con
tirlUed mvolvement in anti·intervention, la
bor solidarity, anti-racist, feminist, and cam
pus organizing efforts. Another resolution 
called for the development of a national cam
paign focused on Central America. In all, the 
session yielded an ambitious program of or
ganizational development and political acti
\ism for the next two years. 

As delegates concluded their meeting 
v.ith the traditional singing of the "lntema
uonale," they pondered their task of working 

Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto, speaking to packed hall at 
opening session. 

for a socialist transformation of the earth's I 
wealthiest and most fortified nation. "We so
cialists at least have half an idea," Mike Har
rington had said earlier. "And that's twice as 
good as those in power who don't even have 
the faintest notion about how to achieve so
cial justice. " • 

john Haer is a Pittsburgh DSA activist and is 
co-editM of The Allegheny Socialist. 

NEC 
The convention elected a new National Ex
ecutive Committee. The members of the 
NEC, listed below, will serve until the next 
bi-annual convention. 

Laila Atallah, Baltinwre 
joanm Barkan, New York 
Kathy Callahan, Detroit 
jack Clark, Bosfqn 
Carisa Cunningham, New York 
Bogdan Denitch, New York 
Barbara Ehrenreich, Syosset, NY 
Abby Haight, Los Angeles 
Michael Harrington, New York 
Gerald Hudson, New York 
Jeremy Karpatkin, New York 
Eileen Luna, Berkeky 
Marshall Mayer, Los Angeles 
Harold Meyerson, Los Angeles 
Pauktte Pi£rce, New York 
Rafael PiRoman, New York 
Frances Fox Piven, New York 
Skip Roberts, Foskr City, CA 
Tristim Roberts, Cleveland 
Roger Robinson, Detroit 
Joseph Schwartz, Bostqn 
Tim Sears, Washington 
Judith Van Allen, Ithaca, NY 
C<>f'MI West, Hamden, CT 
Barbara Scott Winkler, Ann Arbor 

All shall come to those who wait. 
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