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INSIDE 
Unity P revails, p. 6 

After two years of negotiations, the Demo
cratic Socialist Organizing Committee and the 
New American Movement have cleared al
most all hurdles to merger. The next move 
is NAM's. Harry Fleischman reports. 

On Leaving 853, p. 8 
As he ends his term as National director, Jim 
Chapin makes some points about what we've 
done and where we need to go next. 

Good-by Joe, p. 9 
Indefatigable Youth 6rganizer Joe Schwartz 
returns to Harvard after a two-year sint at the 
National Office and on Greyhound buses. 

Small Businesses, Big Hopes, p. 10 
ls it possible to bring about the revita1ization 
of America through development of new busi
nesses? Richard Mounts found a lot of people 
who hope so. 

R eorganization, p. 12 
Some faces remain the same, but there's been 
a shift in titles and responsibilities at the Na
tional Office. Two new staffers tackle their 
jobs. Jo-Ann Mort covers the changes. 

On the Left, p. 14 

What's Left to Read1 p. 15 
Despite the romance of the Span1Sn Gvil War, 
writes Ron Radosh, history books force us to 
take a hard-headed look at Soviet motives. 

Delegates OK 
Unity Steps 

S DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS, W 

are used to feeling at odds 
with and outside of the polit
ical mainstream in this coun
try. But there was no such 
feeling at DSOC's Fifth Na
tional Convention in Phila
delphia over Memorial Day 

weekend. The some 220 delegates seemed 
to sense that in the next few years DSOC 
may have an opportunity to be more in
fluential in the main currents of the dem
ocratic left than ever before. Michael 
Harrington, DSOC's national chair, 
stated this view directly when he de
clared, "We are more objectively relevant 
than we have ever been in our history. 
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The challenge of this convention is: are 
we equal to our own relevance?" 

Delegates responded to this chal
lenge by adopting a resolution to 
strengthen DSOC's coalition-building 

To The Editor: 
In Ronald Radosh's review (April) 

of the Socialist Register 1980 he writes, 
"Some democratic socialists will find 
troublesome Miliband's conclusion that 
when Soviet aid "Does help serve pro
gressive purposes, it has to be supported 
(i.e., as in Angola and republican 
Spain)." Even if it serves a progressive 
purpose, it may prove troublesome to 
democratic socialists? Does brother Ra
dosh find it troublesome? Is there any 
doubt in his mind that the support given 
to Republican Spain by the USSR, inde
pendent of motives, was most welc01ne 
and was a major factor explaining the 
long, heroic resistance of the Spanish 
people against the militarily superior 
forces of Franco supported by Hitler and 
Mussolini? If only the socialist Blum 
government in France, and the govern
ments of Belgium and Sweden-not to 
mention those of England and the United 
State-had given similar support to the 
Spanish people, ulterior motives notwith
standing! 

A veteran of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

Dr. Albert Prago 
Flushing, N.Y. 

To the Editor: 
Steve Max's summary of how VISTA 

and CET A cuts will affect citizen organ
izing in coming years (May) is a good 
overview. Much of it, however, does not 
apply to ACORN (Association of Com
munity Organizations for Reform Now) , 
the largest citizen action group, with 
chapters currently in 23 states. 

ACORN has not relied on VISTA 
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work and by broadening its base through 
possible merger with the New American 
Movement. 

So much took place during the four 
full days from Friday morning, May 22, 

or CET A for staff in recent years, so 
these cuts will not have a major impact 
on the organization. Reductions in the 
availability of foundation and other pri
vate sponsorship will also affect ACORN 
far less than it will other organizations: 
ACORN has always been largely depen
dent on dues and other internal income, 
and has steadily increased these sources 
over the past year in anticipation of cur
rent developments. 

[It) has had ACORN Political Ac
tion Committees (APACs) in several 
states for years. APACs interview candi
dates for office, and make endorsements 
based on their commitment to specific 
ACORN objectives . In addition to 
participating in numerous referendum 
and initiative campaigns over the years, 
ACORN elected 4-0 of its members as 
delegates or alternates to the 1980 Dem
ocratic National Convention. We have 
never suffered from the problems of con
flict or opportunism which Max describes 
as resulting from electoral activity, but 
these are pitfalls of which one must be 
aware. 

To the Editor: 

Bart Laws 
ACORN 

Washington, D.C. 

Stuart Elliot (April) raises a stra
tegic issue for blacks : affirmative action 
vs. class based remedies. His ambiguous 
answer suggests that racially neutral anti
poverty programs should be substituted 
for affirmative action. However. I suggest 
that both are necessary. 

Critics claim affirmative action onlr 
helps upper-class blacks. False. Because 

through Monday, May 25, th.at to under
stand what was accomplished. one should 
consider that there were really several 
meetings woven in and out of each other. 

The first was DSOC, as a democratic 

of affirmative action, and most of all in 
EEOC reporting .firms, large numbers of 
blacks moved into moderately paid blue
and white-collar jobs; while the ratio of 
blacks in such low paid jobs as domes
tics, declined. How many blacks did one 
see before the mid-sixties affirmative ac
tion laws working as bank tellers and 
office clerks? 

The government's seventies failure 
to take strong affirmative action insisting 
that employers hire reasonable numbers 
of blacks has contributed to present sky 
high black unemployment rates. Thus 
blacks have received only 5 percent of 
new private industry jobs and today a 
white high school dropout has a better 
chance at employment than a black with 
some college education. 

But blacks also need class based pol
itics. Because they are predominantly 
poor, a declining economy has disparate 
impact on blacks. For example, budget 
cuts- race blind in intent, see blacks first 
as victims. Hence blacks surely need anti
poverty programs. 

However, blacks also need assur
ances of a fair share in the benefits of such 
programs. Those assucances are forth
coming when class policies are combined 
with specific affirmative action commit
ments to blade people. 

Gertrude Ezorsky 
New York, N.Y. 

utters to the editor must be signed. We 
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political organization, meeting to elect 
officers and set policy. Delegates arrived 
knowing that the decision on merger with 
NAM would be the significant one of 
the comtention. Few doubted that the 
votes v.1ere there to pass the resolution 
v.·hich v.'OUld set in motion the final phase 
of negotiations> Uncertainty, however, 
hung o\·er whether those opposed could 
find terms that they could accept. 

After considerable behind the scenes 
discussion, all sides reached a formula 
they thought they could live with (see 
article on page 6). 

Besides the merger resolution the 
organizational business of the convention 
included adoption of a priorities state
ment that commits DSOC to sustain its 
growth of the last two years by bringing 
in another 2.500 members, to do more 
to build up strong local chapters, and to 
establish at least two regional offices. 

The ma1or elements of DSOC's po
litical work for the next two years were 
presented JO a resolution dealing with 
the DEMOCRATIC ACiENDA, DSOC's coa
lition building effort within the Demo
cratic party Since its founding five years 
ago, DA has worked Jt two mid-term 
conferences, held successful national con
ferences. Jnd worked at the 1980 Demo
cratic National Convention. The resolu
tion committed us to support DA in its 
work on the upcoming 1982 mid-term 
conference and to build a true locally
based coalition. The first step was taken 
during the convention itself, when dele
gates signed postcards addressed to Dem
ocratic National Committee chairman 
Charles Manatt, objecting to his proposal 
for a tightly controlled, technically
oriented meeting, and calling instead for 
a real issues conference with elected dele
gates from all tendencies in the party. 

Woven through all the political 
caucusing and plenary debates of the four 
days was a second, and in many ways 
equally important meeting. This was, in 
effect, an educational conference on so
cialist politics and values. The focal point 
for this part of the weekend was defined 
by Harrington JO his keynote speech 
~aturday morning when he said, '"We"re 
here this weekend not simply to mobilize 
the democratic left in the immediate 
struggle agaJOst the most cruel and reac
tionary administration in the United 
States since CalvJO Coolidge; we are here 
to prepare to work out the alternative 
when Reagan fails . . . . '" 
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Delegates enjoyed looking at the display of socialist memorabilia organized 
by longtime socialist H arry Fleischman. 

Several of the speakers, both in 
plenary sessions and in workshops, sug
gested some of the programmatic and 
political work that needs to be done, and 
at the same time gave e"idence of how 
much solid work has alreadr been done. 

Spe.1king at an O\ertlowing open 
public meeting in a church Fridar e\'e· 
nmg. gay activist and San Franci~co City 
Super\'isor Harrr Britt argued that a 
program for a broad democrJt1c left, m 
addition to the traditional objectives of 
social welfare and economic democracr. 
has to give equal weight to efforts to re· 
move barriers to full political participa· 
tion fur women, blacks, gap. and other 
ethnic and social minorities. Corporate 
America, he suggested, in opposing 
broader participation, under~tands better 
than the left the potential for progressive 
change inherent in these meJSures. 

The need for greater political di· 
rection from the labor movement was 
stressed by t.f.tchinists' president and 
DSOC Vice ChJir William \X'inpisin~cr 
JO his closing speech to the con\'ention. 
DSOC and the labor mo\'ement, he said, 
need to sweep away ,1 vanetr of myths 
clogging up American politics, foremost 
of which is the myth that Reagan re· 
ce1ved a mandate last fall to come to 
Washington and '"dismantle the kind of 
society we ha\'e been tr}·ing to build for 
the past ~O years.'' UA \X' vice president 
Martin Gerber, on Friday night , and .it 
a trade union breJkfasl S.1turday morn· 
ing, sounded the same theme 

Some of the new ideas that \X' mpi-

:.inger and others were calling for were 
disc~sed JO small workshops held on 
Fmlar and Saturd.1}' afternoons. 

One session gathered together New 
York City councilmember Ruth Messin
ger, \X' .ishJOgton D.C. cr0uncilmember 
Hild.1 Mason , Maine st.ite legislJtor Har
l.in BJkt·r, and \\ ntcr .111d city planner 
PJul Dubrul for a discussion th.it illus
t r.11cd the kind 1.t l·•CJI grassroots coali-
1 ion·building OSOCcrs are cngJged in 
.1s it r.1ngcd on.r rent lOntrol, rcJI estate 
taxes, c~ble tele\·1smn, .ind municipal 
energy prngr .1.ms 

Running throughout both conven· 
tions w.is the '" re\'i\ al meeting" aspect 
tlut gn·es strength to people involved 
in long term struggles . Speaker after 
spe.1ker gJ,·e eloquent testimony to the 
dre.1ms we share and the traditions we 
come I r1>m. British Labor Member of 
PJrli,1mcnt Tony Benn, speaking Friaay 
evening, and theologian Harvey Cox, 
speakins at lunch the next day, referred 
to John Ball, an English preacher and 
leader <>f the Peasants' Revolt of 1381, 
ro ind1care the t rad1t1on of Biblical inspi
r.1tion for egalitJrian ~oci.tl movements. 

Cox and Irving Howe discussed the 
··mnr.11 dimensions of socialism"' at the 
Saturd.1y luncheon, with Cox referring 
to the present as a '"de\'iant period in 
American socialism"' when the secular 

Do }()!1 lf~111t l o See 

) '011r /\,11ne m Prnll ? 
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Then Greet Us 
on Labor Day 
in DEMOCRATIC LEFT 

and religious bases of the movement 
have become separated. He reminded the 
audience of the importance of religion 
in fueling revolutionary movements in 
other parts of the world, especially in 
Latin America and Poland, and of the 
fact that Norman Thomas had been or
dained as a Presbyterian minister. 

If Cox sought the moral dimensions 
of socialism in the church, Howe found 
it more in the secular writings of several 
political thinkers. In a model of insight 
and careful language impossible to sum
marize in this brief space, he identified 
the often implicit moral commitments in 
Marx and other writers who have some
times claimed to have been strictly scien
tific in their analyses. 

In an inspiring speech at the Sun
day luncheon, NAM activist Roberta 
Lynch evoked the image of socialist fem
inism feeding hunger in the world
hunger for food, hunger for justice, and 
hunger for human solidarity. 

Growing Pains 
Although the convention took sig

nificant actions in the decisions on merger 
with NAM, and in setting organizational 
and political priorities for the next years; 
and the intellectual caliber of the meet
ing was as great as it has ever been, 
DSOC in Philadelphia showed itself to 

be an organization suffering at times from 
growing pains. 

"Too large to be a family and too 
small to be a political party," was the way 
one delegate put it. One sign of this .,,.as 
in the working sessions that dealt with 
convention resolutions. In an effon ro 
permit the larger than C\'er number of 
delegates to disruss and amend an equally 
large number of resolutions, a series of 
working sessions, modeled after similu 
sessions used bv Canada's New Demo
cratic Party (NOP), were instituted. Un
familiarity with the .s.-stem, which works 
well for the much larger NOP. led to 
severe cases of frustration among sC\·eral 
delegates. 

Another by-product of growth was 
what many delegates with experience at 
earlier conventions described as the most 
intense politicking they had ever seen at 
a DSOC convention. This appeared to be 
especially true of campaigns for slots 
on the NEC, as caucuses disrussed slat
ing and individuals lobbied to round up 
one or two more of the all-important 
first place votes that count so much in the 
proportional representational system. 

The increased level of caucus activity 
was another sign of growth: In addition 
to caucuses of local chapter delegatioo,s, 
there were caucuses based on political 
tendency, region, age, sex, and sexual 
preference. The Women's Caucus held 
regular meetings at which it hammered 
out structure and procedures for the 
Feminist Commission. The Religion and 
Socialism Committee, which publishes its 
own newsletter, met regularly to set goals 

''Speaker after speaker gave eloquent testimony to the dreams 
we share and the traditions we come from.'' 

John Conyers Roberta Lynch 
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foe the next two years. A new group, 
the Gay and Lesbian Caucus, was small, 
but confident that as DSOC's work on 
gay rights and women's eights increased, 
more DSOCers would feel comfortable 
identifying with it. 

No one had any doubts about what 
stirred the strongest feelings at the con
vention. The question was a constitution
al one: whether to drop the right of the 
national vice chairs to an automatic seat 
on the NEC. 

The five vice chairs have served both 
as spokespeople and representatives of 

Harry Britt 

Tony Benn 

William Winpisinger 
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ELECTION RESULTS 
The number of vice chairs was 

changed by the convention to six: 
three male and three female. Newly 
elected ,._;ere: San Francisco Super
visor Harry Britt, left theologian 
Rosemary Ruether, trade union or
ge.nittr Trudy Robideau, and Mar
jorie Phyfe of .the Machinists politi
cal action staff. Hispanic activist Mi
chael R ivas and Machinists Presi
dent William Winpisinger were re
elected. Elected to the NEC were 
Bogdan Denitch, Brian Doherty, Pe
ter Dreier, Harry Fleischman, Eliza
beth Goldstein, Irving Howe, Victoria 
Hugley, Ruth Jordan, Nancy Kli:n
ie\\-ski, Helen Kramer, Mark Levin
son, Nancy Lieber, Kathy Lundy, 
Deborah Meier, Harold Meyerson, 
Maxine Phillips, Marjorie Phyfe, 
Charleen Raines, David Rathke, Mi
chael Germinal Rivas, Trudy Robi
deau, Roger Robinson, Carl Shier, 
and Bill Thomas. Peter Mandler re
tains the Youth Section seat. 

DSOC outside the organization and as 
leaders within it, although the degree to 
which they emphasized one role or the 
other varied from individual to individu
al. The proposed constitutional change 
was presented as clarifying the internal 
leadership function of the vice chairs. Its 
proponents argued for it on the grounds 
that all members of the NEC, the princi
pal decision-making body of DSOC, 
~hould be elected with a clear mandate 
from constituencies. 

Opponents of the change argued, 
in turn, that the organization needed 
more, not fewer, leaders who could claim 
,1 national constituency; and if that meant 
assuring that elections for vice chairs 
were contested, they favored a change in 
that direction rather than dropping auto 
matic NEC status. Three of the vice chairs 
who had veen very active as leaders with
in DSOC-Carl Shier, Ruth Jordan, and 
Deborah Meier - announced their un
v.·illin~ness to serve again should the 
.. -ice chairs be rendered, as they inter
preted it, more "honorific." Proponents 
of the change asked them to reconsider 
their position. 

A third position was that of Michael 
Harrington. who proposed postponing all 
dwl!!es indefinitelr 

Each of these positions had its merits 
and able defenders-though the first one 
clearly had the votes. It carried 113 to 87. 

A \'isitor from Mars, however, 
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would have been baffled by the anger and 
division that this seemingly technical 
constitutional issue aroused. And indeed 
a good many convention delegates were 
probably baffled, too. Although. differe.nt 
views of the proper role for vlCe chairs 
had long existed in DSOC, in the months 
preceding the convention a host of dis
agreements, dissatisfactions, and frustra
tions seemed to have attached themselves 
to the issue. However one looked at it, 
the nature of the conflict left a number 
of individuals on all sides with a sense of 
having been treated unfairly. One out
side observer, James Weinstein of In 
Theu Times, also concluded that the con
Aict involved, in effect if not m intent, 
an clement of changing of the guard. 

Deborah Meier implicitly linked the 
vice chairs debate to the convention's 
other difficulties in her reflections at the 
closing session. An essential mark of 
democratic socialism is its belief that 
process cannot be separated from sub
stance, that process, in fact, is substance. 
DSOC needed to pay more attention to 
hou• things are done as well as what is 
done. She mentioned the need, in partic
ular, to give a careful reassessment to 
both the method of debating resolutions 
and to the system of electing represen-

tatives to the NEC. 
Jim Chapin also spoke to the point 

in his valedictory remarks as outgoing na
tional director. He noted that an endur
ing commitment to social change in
volved both love-for our ideals and for 
those in need of their realization-and of 
anger-at injustice and oppressors. Some
times, he said, this love and anger get 
mixed up and the anger is turned inward. 

Back to Work 
But at the end, the prevailing mood 

was one of optimism. Delegates seemed 
to leave with their hopes for the organi
zation and its work higher than ever. Jeff 
Tarbox, a first-time delegate from Maine, 
said he had felt "bewilderment" during 
the first days of the convention, but that 
by Sunday and Monday he was getting 
his bearings and was quite pleased with 
the way the plenary sessions were work
ing out. Encountered as he gathered rid
ers for the trip back up north, he said 
he was "ecstatic" about the merger, and 
eager to return home to political work. • 

This article iJ based on reports filed b)' 
Richard Mo1111t1, Peter SteinfelI and 
Maxine Phillip1 All photoJ are by 
Gretchen Donart. 

WHO WAS THERE 
Affirmative action reports filed by the locals, and delegate registration 

forms, present a profile of delegates and alternates to the DSOC conven
tion. They represented a fairly accurate cross-section of DSOC, if not of 
the nation as a whole. For instance, the number of women delegates as a 
percentage of all delegates was 33 percent (as compared to 28 percent in 
1979). 

There are complete statistics for the delegations (affirmative action 
reports) but not for the at-large delegates. Of the delegations, 37 percent 
were women, 37 percent were youth (30 and under), but only 12 percent 
students; 31 percent were trade union members, and only 7 percent were 
non-white (black, Hispanic, or Asian-American). 

For about half the delegates and alternates it was their first DSOC 
convention. Slightly more than one-third had joined since the last conven
tion, somewhat less than a third were founding members. The final third 
joined sometime between 1973 and 1979. For the first time there was sub
stantial representation from the West Coast ( 15 percent compared to 5 
percent in 1979). 

It is a sign of the continued growth and change in the organization 
that only six of the sixteen outgoing members at-large of the old NEC were 
elected as at-large members of the new NEC. The composition and the 
results of the convention show that DSOC has come a long way in repre
senting the society in which we live, but we still have a Ion~ way ~~ go, 
particularly in recruiting and electing minorities to leadership pos1t1ons. 

J im Chapin 
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Along the Road to Unity 
By Harry Fleischman 

N THE TWO YEARS SINCE ITS Hous
ton convention, DSOC has been en
gaged in discussions with the New 
American Movement (NAM) 
abo'.lt the possibility of merger. 
Reams of paper and endless hours 
have been spent as representatives 
of both organizations have strug

with areas of agreement and disagree
ment, and as opponents of merger in 
both organizations registered their dis
content (See DL, March 1981). Thus, to 
have expected the 1981 DSOC conven
tion to adopt a resolution urging unity 
between NAM and DSOC without a 
single negative vote would have been the 
height of optimism. Yet that miracle oc
curred. It occurred because those within 
DSOC who were opposed to the merger 
(formally known as the Committee 
Against the NAM Merger ) , including 
Irving Howe and Alex Spinrad, worked 
conscientiously wtih other groups in 
DSOC to develop a mod111 vit•endi on 
this issue. The result: a resolution au
thorizing final negotiations toward mer
ger with NAM that was adopted 163 
to 0, with 26 abstentions. 

When delegates arrived for the con
vention, few doubted that the resolution 
would carry, but no one expected it to 
be passed without a fight. However, in 
pre-plenary discussions, all sides reached 
a formulation they could live with. If 
the convention would pass a resolution 
including inadvertently omitted language 
stating NAM's opposition to Palestinian 
Liberation Organization terrorism, along 
with a statement reaffirming DSOC's 
basic position on Israel adopted at the 
Chicago convention four years ago, those 
opposed to merger would record "absten
tion" rather than opposition in the vote. 
In debate on the merger resolution at the 
beginning of the Sunday morning plen
ary, Irving Howe, speaking for the oppo
nents, summarized their original bases 
for opposition. 

He noted that although NAM had 
clarified its positions, and thereby re
moved most of the basis for opposition, 
they remained troubled by several recent 
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Gr<tchcn Donart 

Richard Healey, 1., and Irving Howe chat in hallway during the convention. 

statements from NAM leaders. As Howe 
put it in his somewhat tentative greeting: 
'\X'e retain use of our feet and we extend 

our hand to those NAM people who 
honestly want to build a democratic so
cialist movement in America." 

Harrington, speaking for the sup
porters of the merger resolution, noted 
that because differences over issues get 
discussed in conventions of this sort, 
delegates can receive a distorted view. 
Rather than the differences, he wanted 
to stress the enormous convergence he 
sensed in the views between NAM and 
DSOC "They overwhelm ... completely 
an} differences, particularly differences 
that are based on history and not on pres
ent and future policy." 

Resolving Differences 
Amendments to the merger resolu

tion were defeated in working sessions 
held before the plenary. Delegates did 
not want to change a statement so care
fully worked out. Even though the dele
gates were strongly in favor of merger, 
they wanted to resolve the one remaining 
issue, on the Middle East, in a way that 
would satisfy all tendencies in DSOC. 
A resolution to that effect was unani
mousl} recommended by the convention 
steering committee. It read: 

"I. Although NAM's condemna-

tion of the Palestine Liberation Organi
zation's terrorist activities against civil
ians contained in its negotiating document 
of January 1981 was inadvertently not in
cluded in the document agreed upon by 
the two negotiating committees to be sub
mitted to the two conventions, DSOC 
strongly concurs with that condemnation. 
Since both organizations agree on this 
important political issue, we believe, 
should a unified organization be estab
lished, it would incorporate this perspec
tive into its political program. 

"We also understand that if a unified 
organization is established it would sup
port such military and economic aid as 
is necessary to protect Israeli security. 

"2. DSOC reaffirms its commitment 
to Israel as the only democratic state in 
the Middle East, created by the survivors 
of that monstrous crime against human
kind, the Holocaust. We express a spe
cial sense of sorority and fraternity to
ward those in Israel, mainly organized 
in our sister socialist 'Parties there, who 
struggle for both Israeli and Palestinian 
rights. We reaffirm our 1977 Chicago 
convention resolution which stated that 
the achievement of a just and lasting 
peace between Israel and her Arab neigh
bors requires: a) that the Arab states and 
the Palestinian Arabs accept Israel as a 
legitimate expression of the Jewish peo-
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pies' right to self determination, and b) 
that Israel recognize the Palestinian 
Arabs' right to self determination, includ
ing national sovereignty, alongside Israel 
on a basis compatible with Israel's right 
to independence and security." 

This resolution was adopted by a 
\"Ote of 158 to 3 (with 30 abstentions). 

Throughout.the two years of nego
tiuicm, several areas were in contention. 
These included: 1) conceptions of Com
munism ; 2) emphasis on work within 
the Democratic party; 3) attitudes toward 
the Middle East; and 4) the relationship 
betv.·een democratic socialists and the la
bor movement. The convention docu
ment, excerpted below, contained sub
stantial agreement on almost all points, 
although the negotiating committees had 
not been unanimous in their acceptance 
of the statement (DSOC Committee, 7 
to l; NAM Committee, 5 to 2). 

On Communism 
"As democratic socialists we opp::>se 

the claim of Communist countries to be 
socialist. We are firmly committed to de
mocracy as the only political means to 
the economic and social power of the 
people. Thus, we oppose bureaucratic 
and dictatorial state ownership as hostile 
to socialist emancipation. We condemn 
Soviet and other Communist attacks on 
freedom, whether directed against truly 
socialist forces (the Polish workers), the 
right of national self-determination (Af
~hanistan), progressives seeking peace 
(Sakharov), or even reactionaries with 
whom we profoundly disagree (Solzhen
itsyn) 

"Our critique of Communism is 
from a democratic perspective, unlike 
the right wing's. Polish workers who or
ganize for the right to strike are right
fully proclaimed heroes; American pub'
lic employees who demand the right to 
strike are attacked by anti-Communist 
rightwingers as public enemies. In this 
country, the right wing's dominant poli
tia of anti-Communism is a tool for 
'1.itipping up consensus for intervention 
in the Third World, drastic social serv
ice cutb.tcks, anti-labor strategies, and 
~er greater weapons purchases. And if, 
as is quite possible, the Reagan years are 
anti-libertarian and repressive, our prin
apled commitment to democracy as both 
a means and an end will lead us to de
fend vigorous!;· the rights of all dissi
dents, even those with whom we have 
profound disagreements." 
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On Democratic Party Work 
· The immediate task of the demo

cratic socialist movement is to help build 
a broad based anti-corporate democratic 
left Despite short-term conflicts of 
interest, the potential is present for a 
new maiority coalition opposed to the 
priorities of capital. . . Central to our 
strategy is the development of a coali
tion of the major progressive forces in 
our society - trade unions, women's 
groups, minorities and others .... In the 
present period the forces we seek to 
work with find their electoral expression 
primarily withtn the left wing of the 
Democratic party. 

'' If unit)' is accepted, DSOC 
will meet with NAM in a found
ing convention of a unified 
organization, tmd a new era in 
Americtm soci,1/ist history 
will begin.,, 

"Local and state political mitiatives 
are both valuable in their own right and 
a complement to national electoral 
efforts. Of particular importance is the 
creation of local coalitions to combat the 
effects of the urban crisis. 

"The form of our electoral work is 
not of primary importance. We empha
size the Democratic partr because in the 
foreseeable future that is where the forces 
with whom we ally ourselves are located. 
If and when those forces take on other, 
electoral expressions - in nonpartisan 
campaigns or third parties - we would 
support those efforts as well." 

On the Middle East 
"We support the n~ht to self-deter

mination expressed tn the Jewish state of 
Israel-and the right of self-determina
tion of the Palestinian people. These two 
rights are in territorial conflict which can 
only be pro_3ressively resolved by mutual 
recognition and negotiation, and that is 
the solution we favor. 

"&th sides in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict have legitimate fears which the 
U.S. must address No peace can be 
achieved, however, so long as the ma
jonty of Israel's neighbors refuse to rec
ognize Israel's right to a secure and peace
ful existence. We support efforts to bring 
about negotiations among all parties to 

guarantee Israel's right to exist Also, 
there can be no long and stable peace 
in the Mideast without guaranteeing the 
right of the Palestinian people to self. 
determination in peace and security. The 
U.S. should continue to provide such aid 
as is necessary to guarantee Israel's secure 
existence. The U .S should also use its 
influence in the region to promote peace 
alternatives. We oppose, of course, long
term settlement policies in the Israeli
occupied territories and view them as an 
impediment to peace as well as to the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinians liv
ing in these areas." 

On the Labor Movement 
The JOtnt statement reviewed cur

rent attacks on unions and called for: 
''Support for the trade union move

ment in its increasingly difficult battle 
against corporate union-busting and (he 
right wing's attempt to blame inflation 
on a working class whose real wages have 
declined in the l 970s," and "efforts to 
stimulate rank and file involvement and 
to expand the base of organized labor 
(particularly in sectors such as clerical 
work where women predominate)." 

After the vote, Richard Healey, 
NAM's former national secretary and co
chatr of its negotiating committee, com
mented that he was quite pleased and ex
pected the same result from NAM mem
bers at the organization's convention in 
Milwaukee, Wisc., July 29-August 2. If 
NAM agrees to the same resolution 
adopted at the DSOC convention, the 
DSOC National Executive Committee 
will appoint a committee to meet with a 
similar NAM committee to negotiate the 
remainmg organ1zat1onal questions per
tainmg to unity, such as officers, dues 
structure, decision processes, etc. If these 
negotiations are successful, the DSOC 
committee will report to the NEC, which, 
if it accepts the report. is instructed to 
call a special convention of DSOC to 
consider the question of unity with 
NAM. If unity 1s accepted. DSOC will 
meet jointly with NAM in a founding 
convention of a unified organization, and 
a new era in American socialist history 
will begin. • 

Harr)' Fleuchman iI a member of the 
DSOC National Exemtit•e Committee. 
Copies of the resol11tion pa11ed b)' the 
convention are available from the DSOC 
Naf/onal 0 ffice. 
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